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Higher brain dysfunction and dysphagia:
a case of a patient with utilization behavior useful for oral
nutrition

Yoshimi TSUKAMOTO

Division Of Speech-language-Hearing Therapy, Department Of Comprehensive Rehabilitation, Faculty of Health Sciences,
Yamato University

Abstract

This paper reports a case of utilization behavior and dysphagia with damage to the frontal lobes. Utilization
behavior is where a patient is driven to grasp and use an implement before their eyes without any self-control, even if
expressly forbidden to. The subject had difficulty feeding because of marked aspontaneity, so was provided nutrition via a
nasotracheal tube. However, when a cup of water was placed before his eyes, he grasped it, and drank it all. Similarly, he
took a spoon and ate all the jelly on a plate—all without any choking. In this way, utilization behavior activated eating
behavior, and oral ingestion became possible. This paper discusses the difference between assisted feeding and unassisted

feeding, albeit pathological.

Keywords : Dysphagia, Utilization behavior, Aspontaneity
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